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This year’s Symphony in the Flint Hills Signature 
Event is set amidst the beautiful vistas of Wade 
Pasture in Wabaunsee County, also the site of the 
2007 Signature Event. The pasture, located in the 
northern Flint Hills, was first purchased by Lawrence 
businessman Achilles B. Wade in 1880. All owners 
since have referred to this land as The Wade.

While this site offers a picturesque backdrop for 
our annual event, it’s also a great fit for this year’s 
theme, Transportation in the Flint Hills. The pasture 
was once home to three converging trails used by 
dragoons, armies, immigrants, and those headed to 
the California gold fields.

As we explore the theme of transportation, we’ll go 
beyond simply focusing on the physical component 
of transportation. This year we continue to 
recognize and appreciate the subtle ways our natural 
environment can also transport us within our minds, 
hearts, and souls. 

We hope you’ll join us for the 2023 Signature Event 
on Saturday, June 10, at Wade Pasture in Wabaunsee 
County. Tickets go on sale Saturday, March 4,  
at 10 a.m.

  
TRANSPORTATION IN THE FLINT HILLS
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2023
Major Presenting Sponsor

BNSF is especially proud to partner and collaborate with Symphony in the  
Flint Hills in 2023. Transportation in the Flint Hills is a theme that we hold near 
and dear to our hearts. BNSF’s trains traveling through the hills are as common 
as the great blue sky and the tallgrass prairie that we adore. We share our 
history - with your history - while connecting the global marketplace.



 
THANK YOU SPONSORS AND PATRONS

 
FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

My wife, Pam, and I chose to raise our children in the Flint Hills, and 
we now have the privilege of watching them raise our grandchildren 
here as well. As a lifelong rancher I know firsthand the hard work 
and dedication required to travel the highs and lows the Flint Hills 
has to offer, from the enjoyment of a gentle spring rain to changing 
a tire flattened by flint rock stirred up from that same rain shower. 
The prosperity is measured in much more than the bottom line but 
also in the gain of working on the land, side by side with family, often 
multiple generations, on a daily basis.

I’ve been honored to be on the Symphony in the Flint Hills board 
of directors since 2019, with 2023 marking my first year as the 
organization’s board chair. At the Signature Event and in this year’s Field Journal we will be exploring our theme 
Transportation in the Flint Hills. For most of us, transportation includes four wheels, however, for me, an average 
workday often includes the four-legged kind while riding my horse through pastures checking on the cattle.

Special thanks to BNSF Railway for returning as our Major Presenting Sponsor. With our theme of 
transportation and trains being a vital part of that topic, it only seems fitting that our partnership continues.

I look forward to this year’s event at Wade Pasture in Wabaunsee County. Thank you to the Loutzenheiser and 
Schwarting families, the 2023 landowners, for enthusiastically sharing their pasture.  

On behalf of everyone at Symphony in the Flint Hills, I invite you to join us on June 10, 2023, at our 18th 
Annual Signature Event. As we prepare for the events of the day, we eagerly anticipate spending this annual 
gathering with all of you and recognize the value of your dedication to the Kansas Flint Hills.

Mike Collinge, Board Chair 
Symphony in the Flint Hills

Mike & Pam Collinge & Family

Opening Reception • Saturday, April 29, 1 – 3 p.m.

Don’t miss your chance to bid on amazing Flint Hills inspired art during 
this year’s Prairie Art Exhibit and Auction. Bidding will take place at 
kcauctioncompany.com from Saturday, April 29 through Tuesday, June 
13. The auction benefits the artists and is a fundraiser for Symphony in 
the Flint Hills.

During the auction, the art will be on display daily from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
at the Symphony in the Flint Hills Gallery, 331 Broadway, Cottonwood 
Falls, Kansas. Please join us for the opening reception when we announce 
the 2023 winning entry and enjoy conversations with many of the artists. 
This year’s art juror, Dr. Charity-Mika Woodard, serves on the board of the 
Kansas Art Education Association and was the Kansas 2021 Outstanding 
Higher Education Art Educator. 

 
PRAIRIE  ART EXHIBIT AND AUCTION

Suzanne Southard, Deep Prairie Roots 
Winner of the 2022 Prairie Art Exhibit and Auction

WOODFEST 2023 • SAVE THE DATE • SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 30 
Musicians, artists, and nature lovers share all that WoodFest has to offer – a perfect day in the Flint Hills.



 
THANK YOU SPONSORS AND PATRONS

Donors are essential to the sustained success of Symphony in the Flint Hills and our mission to heighten appreciation and 
knowledge of the Flint Hills tallgrass prairie. Thank you to the listed corporations, organizations, and individuals for your 
generous support. If you would like to make a tax-deductible contribution, complete the enclosed envelope and return by 
April 1 for recognition in this year’s Commemorative Program.

Donations received since October 1, 2021: 

S P O N S O R S  

Blue Cross and Blue Shield  
of Kansas

BNSF Railway
Boulevard Brewing Company
C&W Insurance
Cottonwood Ranch/Gina Miller/

Laura & Charlie Hammond
Crown Distributors
Enjet Aero
Evergy
Farmers & Drovers Bank
The Farmers State Bank  

of Aliceville
Anne & J.B. Hodgdon
Carl & Mary Ice
Kansas Department  

of Commerce
Kansas State University 

Foundation
Muriel McBrien Kauffman 

Family Foundation
Koch Family Foundation
Lawrence Paper Company
Lockton Companies
Ron & Kelly Lockton
Manhattan CVB
Midwest Veterinary Services, 

Inc./Lechtenberg Family
Molson Coors  

(Coors Light, Miller Lite)
Mosby Lincoln Foundation
The Nature Conservancy  

in Kansas
Bill & Erma Riley
Schmidt Foundation
George Terbovich
Thomas Transfer & Storage
Trusler Foundation
UMB Financial Corporation
Weary Family Foundation
Connie Wright

PAT R O N S  

American AgCredit
Joseph Angel & Susan Corey
Paul & Kim Attwater
Timothy Batchman
Nancee Baysinger & Mark Circo
Mike Beam
Warren Benson
Dan & Beth Bird
Bill & Anne Blessing
Nancy Bosché & David Stewart
John Bottenberg &  

Carol Duffy McDowell
Cathi & David Brain
Bruce & Tina Breckenridge
Bill & Sylvia Brethour
Tom Britain
Pete B. Browne &  

Julie Walker Browne
Anne Burke
Carol Busch & Bruce Levine
Michelle & Brandon Butts
J.D. & Julie Cage
Jack Calcutt
John & Catherine Campbell
Bob Cantin & Susan Smith
Capitol Federal
Tony Caputo &  

LewJene Schneider
Dick & Margaret Carter
Bill & Marnie Clawson
Alan & Holly Cobb
Mike & Pam Collinge
Martha Comment
Kim & Linda Corcoran
Dr. Douglas Corey &  

Dr. Kathleen Waldorf
Michael Crowe
Kevin & Annette Dix
Ron & Dawn Dutton
Steven & Barbara Elliott
Dylan & Chelsea Evans
John R. & Sara F. Evans Family
Jana & David Fallin
Todd & Erin Farha
Linda & Harry Fegley
Flint Hills Discovery Center 

Foundation
Jack Focht & Gloria Farha Flentje
Nancy Ford
Phil & Toni Gelpi
Tom & Selene George

Judi Glasgow, Juha Ranch
Chuck & Susie Grier
Grimm-Schultz Farmstead
Charles & Mary Jo Hamon
Judy Hancock
Pat & Tom Hansen
Beth & Vernon Harshfield
Michael & Marlys Haverty
Gary & Carol Henderson Family
Jane Henney & Robert Graham
Dalton & Sarah Henry
Liz & John Hjalmarson
Bob Hook
Phil Howe
Jim Hoy
Katha Hurt & Bruce McMillan
Laura Ice
Sue Harper Ice
Carolyn Jackson
Jim & Kathleen Jagger
Bryan & Linda Johnson
J.J. Jones & Kevin Briggs
Kathy Kelly & Bryan Folk
Scott & Susan Kreamer
Paul & Katrina LaDue
Charles D. & Myndee M. Lee
Christy Linders
Richard & Sally Linton
David & Janet Loftus
Jon & Pam Lorch
Lance & Christy Markley
Lois Markley & Sherri Hahn
Terry & Cathy Matlack
Jackie McClaskey & Mike Matson
Hal & Mindy McCoy
Tom & Jill McGee
Steven & Sheila McMichael
John & Valerie McNee
Craig & Peggy Meader
Fred & Candy Merrill
Virginia Merrill
Mike & Jan Michel
Debbie Leckron Miller &  

Bill Miller
Charlie & Debbie Morrison
Tom & Virginia Moxley
Robert & Chris Munson
Henry & Cara Newell
Kathy & Matt Nordhus
Gwen & Brian Obermeyer
Diane & Rob O’Byrne
David & Sara O’Connell
Pat & Kathy O’Shaughnessy

Jerry Palmer
Patrick Parke
Matt & Amy Perrier
Tom & Carolyn Perrier
Kathryn Peters
Ann Peterson
Phillips Fundamental  

Learning Center
Bob & Joan Porter
Richard Porter
Raymond Oil Company, Inc.
William S. Raymond
Jim & Jane Reagan
Patty & Jerry Reece
Robert D. Reeves
Sandra Remsberg
Dan & Mitzi Richards
Bill & Erma Riley
Carol L. Ritchie,  

Highland Ranch Co.
Barry & Marcia Robinson
Rowe Audubon Sanctuary
Dan & Mary Kay Schippers
Rob & Denise Schneider
Shadow Valley Ranch
Sheppard Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Dolph C. Simons, Jr.
Rick & Betsey Solberg
Amanda Stanley
Jeff & Colleen Sternberger
Mike Stout
John & Jo Sweatt
Jim & Marty Tadtman
Bill & Marilyn Taylor
George Terbovich
Annette Thaler &  

Horace Stillman
Melanie & Wayne Thompson
Helen Umbehr
Dr. Jeff & Judy Unruh
Marty Vanier
Mary Vanier
Susan Voorhees
Tom & Starr Wagstaff
Darrell & Diane Warta
Bruce & Megan Weber
Thomas & Victoria West
Marty White
Susan Winchester
The Wingfield Family
Ryan & Nikki Woods
Connie Wright
Karl & Beth Zobrist



Directions
•	From Eskridge go south on S. Main St. for 1 mile, turns into Allen Rd.
•	Turn west on Old K4 Rd.
•	Stay on Old K4 Rd. for 5 miles to entrance of site

331 Broadway, P.O. Box 370
Cottonwood Falls, KS 66845
SymphonyintheFlintHills.org
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   2023 Event Information

Wabaunsee County 
	 Wade Pasture near Eskridge, KS
Saturday, June 10, 2023
Gates open at 1:00 p.m.
Rain Date: Sunday, June 11, 2023

This remote location requires driving on 
gravel. Making your way from parking 
to the main site includes walking on the 
natural terrain of the pasture. Please plan 
accordingly.

   Ticket Information

Buy tickets online or by phone starting at 
10 a.m. on Saturday, March 4.

Adults: $95 plus taxes and fees
Children (12 and under): $50  

plus taxes and fees
No Refunds. No Exchanges.
If the Signature Event is cancelled due to 

weather, GA tickets will be eligible 
for a refund.

Online: SymphonyintheFlintHills.org
Phone: 620-273-8955

TICKETS ON SALE:  SATURDAY,  MARCH 4,  2023,  10 A.M.

 Mission: Heighten appreciation
and knowledge of the 

Flint Hills tallgrass prairie.

WADE PASTURE Old K4 Rd.


